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c) Amendments to the Qaims 

The foUo^ving claims are shoMH as modified, ^Ith marking to indicate the 
modifications. 

1-6 (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The pill splitter of claim [[6]] 19, wherein the cutting blade 
assembly is disposed directly below the bed. 

,8. (Withdrawn from Consideration) A method for splitting a pill in quarters comprising 
the steps of : 

forming a bed having a recess formed within in a pill splitter, the recess having a cross 

section which substantially conforms to the pill shape; and 

disposing a thin, cruciate cutting blade assembly, in proximity to the bed. 

9. (Withdrawn from Consideration) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
forming an upper compression member moveable with respect to the cutting blade 
assembly in the pill splitter; and 

forceably engaging the upper compression member against a pill disposed in the bed 
recess. 

10. (Withdrawn from Consideration) The method of claim 2, whereby the cruciate 
cutting blade assembly further comprises a first blade having a thickness and a second 
blade at a substantially right angle relative to the first blade, and offset from the first 
blade by a distance approximately equal to the thickness of the first blade. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn from Consideration) The metliod of claim 3, wherein the pill splitter 
further comprises: 

a lower body further compttising the cutting blade assembly, 
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an upper body, integrally affixed to the lower body, and containing one or more linear 
plunger guides slots; and 

a plunger, further comprising plunger guides which slidingly engage said plunger guide 
slots, wherein the compression member is integrally formed at a lower end of the plunger. 

12. (Withdrawn from Consideration) The method of claim 4. wherein the bed is 
substantially cylindrical. 

13. (Withdrawn from Consideration) The method of claim 10, further comprising 
forming guide tabs for aligning the recess in tlie bed with the cutting blade, wherein the 
guide tabs matingly engage the guide tabs with said linear plunger guide slots of the 
upper body. 

14. (Withdrawn from Consideration) The method of claim 6, ftirther comprising 
disposing tlie cutting blade assembly directly below^ the bed 

1 5. (New) A quartering pill spHtter comprising: 

(a) a substantially cylindrical bed comprising guide tabs and having a recess 
formed within having a cross section wliich substantially conforms to the pill 
shape; 

(b) a thin, cruciate cutting blade assembly disposed in a lower body, in proximity 
to the bed, and further comprising a first blade having a thickness and a second 
blade at a substantially right angle relative to the first blade, and offset from the 
first blade by a distance approximately equal to the thickness of the first blade, 
and both blades comprising cutting edges, 
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(c) an upper body, integrally afifixed to the lower body, and containing one or 
more linear plunger guides slots in which the guide tabs are engaged, aligning the 
bed thereby; and 

(d) a plunger, further comprising 

plunger guides which slidingly engage the plunger guide slots; and 
a compression member formed at a lower end of the plunger, the 
compression member having a pointed lower edge which remains parallel 
to the first blade as it slides, 
so that when the plunger is suddenly and forcibly slid toward the pill, the pill is first 
sheared between the compression member and the first blade, and then shears parallel to 
the second blade. 

16. (New) The pill splitter of claim 15, wherein the upper body, lower body, and pill bed 
are all cylindrical. 

17. (New) The pill splitter of claim 16, wherein the cutting blade assembly is disposed 
directly below the bed 

18. (New) A quartering pill splitter comprising: 

(a) a pill bed having a recess having a cross section formed witliin which 
substantially conforms to the pill shape; 

(b) a thin, cruciate cutting blade assembly affixed in a lower body, in proximity to 
the bed, and further comprising a first blade having a thickness and a second 
blade at a substantially right angle relative to the first blade, each blade having a 
cutting edge, and the second blade offset from the first blade by a distance 
approximately equal to the thickness of the first blade, 



PAGE 7/1 2 " RC VD AT 3/1/2005 3:41 :59 PM (Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF.1/26 ■ 0108:2734387 • C8ID: 14134870887 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):04-34 



To: Miss Washington Page 8 of 1 2 



2005-03-01 20:43:01 (GMT) 



14134870887 From: White & Fudala 



(c) an upper body, containing one or more linear plunger guides slots; and 

(d) a plunger, further comprising an upper compression member which shdes with 
respect to the cutting blade assembly, said compression member having a linear, 
pointed edge which sUdingly engages the first blade parallel to its cutting edge, 

so that when the plunger is suddenly and forcibly slid toward the pill, the pill is first 
sheared between the compression member and the first blade, and then shears parallel to 
the second blade. 

1 9. (New) The pill splitter of claim 1 8, wherein the pill bed further comprises alignment 
tabs which engage the guide slots, aligning the bed thereby. 
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